1650 Massachusetts Avenue, Lakewood, NJ 08701
732-987-6525

Valarie M. Smith Lorna Hassel
Lead Founder & Executive Director Head of School

Dear Ocean Academy Families,

We are excited to share that Ocean Academy Charter School is initiating a Special Education Parent
Advisory Group (SEPAG) to strengthen collaboration between families and our school on system-level
programs, policies, and practices that support students with disabilities. This effort aligns with New Jersey
guidance for districts to engage parents as partners in improving special education services.

This initiative directly supports our mission: “to provide all students with a high-quality and
student-centered education in a safe, nurturing, and challenging environment so that all students achieve
their highest level of academic success.” SEPAG will help us listen to family perspectives, identify
priorities, and turn ideas into positive action that benefits students across our district.

What SEPAG is:

e A parent-driven advisory group that offers input on district-wide special education topics (not
individual IEP concerns).

e A collaborative forum for sharing experiences, elevating needs, and co-creating solutions.

How to get involved:

e Please review the district website for a link to the accompanying presentation for an overview of
SEPAG'’s purpose and how meetings work.

e Indicate your interest by completing our brief form: Interest Form

We value every voice. Whether you are a parent/guardian of a student with an IEP or simply care about
inclusive practices at Ocean Academy, your participation is welcome. Together, we can build clearer
communication, stronger supports, and more inclusive classrooms for all learners.

If you have questions, please contact me at

Robert.klaslo@oceanacademycs.org / 732-276-9302.

With appreciation,

Robert Klaslo
Supervisor of Special Services
Ocean Academy Charter School

Amy Labarca, Assistant Superintendent - Curriculum & Instruction Robert Klaslo - Supervisor of Special Services


https://forms.gle/E1zB1i17DSX4X1Ut7
mailto:Robert.klaslo@oceanacademycs.org
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Valarie M. Smith Lorna Hassel
Lead Founder & Executive Director Head of School

Estimadas familias de Ocean Academy,

Nos complace compartir que Ocean Academy Charter School esté iniciando un Grupo Asesor
de Padres de Educacion Especial (SEPAG) para fortalecer la colaboracion entre las familias y
nuestra escuela en programas, polizas, y practicas a nivel de sistema que apoyan a los estudiantes
con discapacidades. Este esfuerzo se alinea con la guia de Nueva Jersey para que los distritos
involucren a los padres como socios en la mejora de los servicios de educacion especial.

Esta iniciativa apoya directamente nuestra mision: “proporcionar a todos los estudiantes una
educacion de alta calidad y centrada en el estudiante en un entorno seguro, acogedor y exigente,
para que todos los estudiantes alcancen su mas alto nivel de éxito académico.” SEPAG nos
ayudara a escuchar las perspectivas de las familias, identificar prioridades y convertir las ideas
en acciones positivas que beneficien a los estudiantes en todo nuestro distrito.

Qué es SEPAG:

e Un grupo asesor impulsado por padres que ofrece aportes sobre temas de educacion
especial a nivel distrital (no sobre preocupaciones de IEP individuales).

e Un foro de colaboracion para compartir experiencias, visibilizar necesidades y co-crear
soluciones.

Como participar:

e Revise el sitio web del distrito para encontrar el enlace a la presentacion correspondiente
con una vision general del propdsito de SEPAG y como funcionan las reuniones.
e Indique su interés completando nuestro breve formulario: Interest Form

Valoramos cada voz. Ya sea que usted sea padre/madre/tutor de un estudiante con IEP o
simplemente le interesen las practicas inclusivas en Ocean Academy, su participacion es
bienvenida. Juntos, podemos construir una comunicacién mas clara, apoyos mas soélidos y aulas
mas inclusivas para todos los estudiantes.

Si tiene preguntas, por favor comuniquese conmigo en.
Robert.klaslo@oceanacademycs.org / 732-276-9302.
Con agradecimiento,

Robert Klaslo, Supervisor de Servicios de Educacion Especial
Ocean Academy Charter School

Amy Labarca, Assistant Superintendent - Curriculum & Instruction Robert Klaslo - Supervisor of Special Services


https://forms.gle/E1zB1i17DSX4X1Ut7

